Rowland Water District

3021 Fullerton Road Rowland Heights CA 91748
Phone: 562-697-1726 o Fax: 562-697-6149

Labor/Management Safety and Health Committee

MINUTES:

Date: March 18, 2026 Time: 9:00 am Location: Board Room
. Call to Order by Chair - Meeting was called to order by Chair Mendez at 9:00 a.m.
. Roll Call - Roll call was conducted, and quorum was present.

In attendance:

Casey Hayes

Elisabeth Mendez

Keith Fouts

David Tapia

Gabriela Palomares

Robert Leamy (attending in place of Nick Carino)

Absent: Nick Carino
. Additions to the Agenda: None to add.
. Approval for December 15, 2025, Minutes

Upon motion by David Tapia, seconded by Casey Hayes, the minutes of the December
15, 2025, meeting were approved as presented.

. Old Business: None to discuss.

. Review Safety Suggestion Box Comments
No comments were submitted. It was noted that an additional box will be placed in the
office kitchen. Gabby will include an announcement in the employee newsletter.

. Committee Reports

a. Operations Report (ROB) — Rob provided an update regarding PM-22 valve lids.
Discussion continued regarding eye wash station tags, including a suggestion to add
physical markings to tags in addition to maintaining electronic records.

b. Maintenance Report (DAVID) — David discussed hard hats for distribution crew
members. He also noted that routine quality checks of meter boxes and lids will be
conducted on a two-month cycle. Additionally, Casey advised that the District’'s message
board will be taken to National Signal for general maintenance and battery replacement.

c. Facilities Report (CASEY) — Casey reported that a carbon fiber hard hat will be ordered
for staff to sample for fit and preference. He noted the intent to purchase two (2) hard hats
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for each distribution staff member and one (1) for operations staff. Casey further advised
that new truck radios will be installed in the near future and provided an update on
upcoming vehicle purchases.

Casey reminded staff to remain vigilant for snakes when walking around the parking lot
and other facilities. He also noted a decrease in weekend trespassing incidents at District
facilities. Lastly, he provided an update on the status of vehicle cameras and reviewed
internal processes and procedures for responding to damaged fire hydrants.

d. Project/Contractors Report (KEITH) — Keith reported the presence of a skunk at
Reservoir 7. He also reviewed safety protocols for District contractors, noting that they are
required to wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) when working in vaults
or other designated work areas. He concluded with an update on upcoming office remodel
projects.

e. Office (GABBY) — Gabby provided an update on the recruitment status related to the
recently hired Customer Service Representative. She also held discussion regarding
potential office enhancements, including white noise machines, frosted glass, and window
covering options.

. Safety Incident Review - None to report.

. Chairperson’s Report — Elisabeth reminded staff that backing into the warehouse is not
permitted and that all incidents occurring on District premises must follow established

accident reporting protocols. She also reported on the following:

a. Compliance/Safety Training
e CERs were submitted.
e Staff are working on Forklift Zero Emissions Report
e Snake Awareness and Safety Training will be scheduled for late April to early
May.
e Staff evaluated the cost of Amarock Fencing and determined to proceed at this
time.
b. Safety Awards
i. NSC-Occupational Safety Achievement Award: The District’s
submission for this recognition is due by May 31, 2026.
ii. ACWA JPIA H.R. LaBounty Safety Awards — Potential ideas were
discussed for the District’s submittal include: (1) clear UV protective tint on
District vehicles; (2) lobby fire-rated doors, and (3) designated shelter-in-

place area.
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iii. ACWA JPIA Grant Control ($10,000) — Elisabeth reported that the District
was awarded a $10,000 grant for the installation of transfer switches.

10.Radio Updates/Training: Addressed under 7(c) Facilities Report.
11. Safety Equipment

a. Recent Purchases — None to report on.
b. New Requests — Dash cameras and white noise machines.

c. New Technology — Outdoor speaker for headquarters facilities

12.0Others — None to report.

13.Next meeting Date — June 9, 2026, at 11:00 a.m., at BJ’s (City of Industry)

14. Adjourn- Chair Mendez adjourned the meeting at 10:38 a.m.
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